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with the statutory provisions or suggested by them. The references were by citing 
the volume and page of the reports without giving the style of the case. The 
necessity for this is explained in the preface to the Code, where it is said : " It 
was much desired that the references to adjudged cases should be by their titles 
in full, but it was found that references in that form would greatly increase the 
size of the volume, and therefore they were not thus made, except in a few in- 
stances, as in Chapter CLXXYIII." 

This method of citation made it necessary for the prudent lawyer having a 
case that might be affected by the cases cited, sometimes quite numerous, to ex- 
amine -every volume cited to see what was decided- in each case. Mr. Eby, in his 
" Citations," has made a brief digest of most of the cases thus cited, and a like 
digest of many cases on the same subjects decided since the Code was published. 
This brief digest will be time-saving and labor-saving to the busy practitioner. 

It would have been an improvement if the author-had made a general index — 
not merely an index to the sections of the Code where the citations are to be 
found (as he has done), but also to the points decided in the cases ; and a further 
improvement, if he had prefixed a complete table of all the cases cited and di- 
gested in his book. Such tables are of great utility in every law-book, and every 
lawyer finds it to be so. 

Notwithstanding these defects, however, the " Citations " will be helpful to the 
"Virginia lawyer. 

A law-book much needed by the Virginia practitioner is a good digest of all 
the reported cases decided by the old General Court and the Supreme Court of 
Appeals. We do not mean a mere collection of the head-notes of the reporters, 
some of which are erroneous and misleading and many defective in statement. 
What we mean is, a thorough analysis of the cases, collected under appropriate 
titles, with an accurate statement of the precise points decided, discriminating 
these from the reasoning of the court and also from dicta, and pointing out speci- 
fically the cases overruled, in whole or in part, questioned, qualified, distinguished 
or explained. Such a digest would be invaluable to the profession. Its prepara- 
tion would involve much labor and require great care and skill, and not a little 
learning. There are lawyers in Virginia competent to do this work well. Will- 
not some one of them undertake it, and that speedily ? E. C. B. 



Ahbbicak State Reports, Vol. XL.— Oases of Courts of last resort, selected, reported and 
annotated by A. C, Fbbixan and tbe associate editors of the "American Decisions," 
Bancroft-Whitney Company, Ban Francisco. 

We believe that every case reported in this large volume, upwards of 900 
pages, is annotated. Some of the notes are quite full. For instance, " Certiorari," 
8 pages ; " Defenses to actions for breach of promise to marry," 3 pages ; "Juris- 
dictional defects in summons and like process," 4 pages ; " Powers, Bights, Lia- 
bilities and Remedies of Partners after dissolution of the firm [otherwise than by 
death of one of the partners]," 15 pages; "State's Evidence — agreement con- 
cerning," 7 pages. 

Any lawyer who has the "American Decisions," "American Reports," and the 
"American State Reports," and also the Reports of the courts of his own State 
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and of the Supreme Court of the United States, has about as much case-law as he 
will over need and much more than he will ever use. 

We regard the "American Decisions," "American Beports," and "American 
State Reports," taken together (for they are parts of one system), as among the 
most generally useful of all the law-publications of this age, excelling, in some 
respects, all others. They are well-nigh indispensable to every lawyer not having 
access to a full law library. The full collation of the cases in the notes and 
careful discrimination between them make the annotations of more value than 
the cases reported. E. C. B. 



NOTE BY THE PUBLISHERS. 



We take pleasure in announcing that we shall print as a supplement to the 
July number of the Virginia Law Register the valuable address of Hon. 
John Randolph Tucker before the Richmond Bar Association, entitled " Remi- 
niscences of the Bench and Bar of Virginia." This address will be sent free to 
all subscribers to the Register ; and it will be mailed to other persons on the 
receipt of 50 cents. 



